
BRITISH STANDARD BS EN 
10204:2004

Metallic products — 
Types of inspection 
documents

The European Standard EN 10204:2004 has the status of a 
British Standard

ICS 01.110; 77.080.01; 77.120.01

�����������	�
���
��������������������
���������

�������������
���	

Li
ce

ns
ed

 C
op

y:
 L

on
do

n 
S

ou
th

 B
an

k 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

, S
ou

th
 B

an
k 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
, 1

2/
09

/2
00

9 
04

:3
0,

 U
nc

on
tro

lle
d 

C
op

y,
 (c

) B
S

I



BS EN 10204:2004

This British Standard was 
published under the authority 
of the Standards Policy and 
Strategy Committee 
on 25 October 2004

© BSI 25 October 2004

ISBN 0 580 44653 0

National foreword
This British Standard is the official English language version of 
EN 10204:2004. It supersedes BS EN 10204:1991 which is withdrawn.

The UK participation in its preparation was entrusted to Technical Committee 
ISE/5, Technical delivery conditions, classification and designation of steels, 
which has the responsibility to: 

A list of organizations represented on this committee can be obtained on 
request to its secretary.

Cross-references
The British Standards which implement international or European 
publications referred to in this document may be found in the BSI Catalogue 
under the section entitled “International Standards Correspondence Index”, or 
by using the “Search” facility of the BSI Electronic Catalogue or of 
British Standards Online.

This publication does not purport to include all the necessary provisions of a 
contract. Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a British Standard does not of itself confer immunity 
from legal obligations.

— aid enquirers to understand the text;

— present to the responsible international/European committee any 
enquiries on the interpretation, or proposals for change, and keep the 
UK interests informed;

— monitor related international and European developments and 
promulgate them in the UK.

Summary of pages

This document comprises a front cover, an inside front cover, the EN title page, 
pages 2 to 10, an inside back cover and a back cover.

The BSI copyright notice displayed in this document indicates when the 
document was last issued.

Amendments issued since publication

Amd. No. Date Comments
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Foreword 

This document (EN 10204:2004) has been prepared by Technical Committee ECISS/TC 9 “Technical conditions of 
delivery and quality control”, the secretariat of which is held by IBN. 

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an identical text or 
by endorsement, at the latest by April 2005, and conflicting national standards shall be withdrawn at the latest by 
April 2005. 

This document supersedes EN 10204:1991. 

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the European 
Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directives 97/23/EC. 

For relationship with EU Directive 97/23/EC, see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this document. 

The main changes are: 

 new definitions: “manufacturer” , “intermediary”, “product specification”; 

 reduction of the number of inspection documents: 

 type 2.3 of the previous edition has been deleted; 

 type 3.1 replaces type 3.1.B of the previous edition; 

 type 3.2 replaces types 3.1.A, 3.1. C and the inspection report 3.2 of the previous edition. 

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the following 
countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, 
Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and United Kingdom. 
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1 Scope 

1.1 This document specifies the different types of inspection documents supplied to the purchaser, in 
accordance with the requirements of the order, for the delivery of all metallic products e.g. plates, sheets, bars, 
forgings, castings, whatever their method of production. 

1.2 This document may also apply to non-metallic products. 

1.3 This document is used in conjunction with the product specifications which specify the technical delivery 
conditions of the products. 

NOTE 1 The list of information that may be included in the inspection documents can be found in appropriate documents, e.g. 
EN 10168 for steel. 

NOTE 2 Annex A gives a summary of the different inspection documents. 

2 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

2.1 
non-specific inspection 
inspection carried out by the manufacturer in accordance with his own procedures to assess whether products 
defined by the same product specification and made by the same manufacturing process, are in compliance with 
the requirements of the order or not. 

The products inspected are not necessarily the products actually supplied 

2.2 
specific inspection 
inspection carried out, before delivery, according to the product specification, on the products to be supplied or on 
test units of which the products supplied are part, in order to verify that these products are in compliance with the 
requirements of the order 

2.3 
manufacturer 
organization that manufactures the respective products according to the requirements of the order and to the 
properties specified in the referenced product specification 

2.4 
intermediary 
organization which is supplied with products by the manufacturers and which then in turn supplies them without 
further processing or after processing without changing the properties specified in the purchase order and 
referenced product specification 

2.5 
product specification 
complete detailed technical requirements relevant for the order, stated in written form e.g. referenced regulations, 
standards and other specifications 

3 Inspection documents based on non-specific inspection 

3.1 Declaration of compliance with the order “type 2.1” 

Document in which the manufacturer declares that the products supplied are in compliance with the requirements 
of the order, without inclusion of test results. 
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3.2 Test report “type 2.2” 

Document in which the manufacturer declares that the products supplied are in compliance with the requirements 
of the order and in which he supplies test results based on non-specific inspection. 

4 Inspection documents based on specific inspection 

4.1 Inspection certificate 3.1 “type 3.1” 

Document issued by the manufacturer in which he declares that the products supplied are in compliance with the 
requirements of the order and in which he supplies test results. 

The test unit and the tests to be carried out are defined by the product specification, the official regulation and 
corresponding rules and/or the order. 

The document is validated by the manufacturer’s authorized inspection representative, independent of the 
manufacturing department. 

It shall be permissible for the manufacturer to transfer on to the inspection certificate 3.1 relevant test results 
obtained by specific inspection on primary or incoming products he uses, provided that the manufacturer operates 
traceability procedures and can provide the corresponding inspection documents required. 

4.2 Inspection certificate 3.2 “type 3.2” 

Document prepared by both the manufacturer’s authorized inspection representative, independent of the 
manufacturing department and either the purchaser’s authorized inspection representative or the inspector 
designated by the official regulations and in which they declare that the products supplied are in compliance with 
the requirements of the order and in which test results are supplied. 

It shall be permissible for the manufacturer to transfer on to the inspection certificate 3.2 relevant test results 
obtained by specific inspection on primary or incoming products he uses, provided that the manufacturer operates 
traceability procedures and can provide the corresponding inspection documents required. 

5 Validation and transmission of inspection documents 

The inspection document shall be validated by the responsible person(s) (name and position). 

The retention and transmission of documents shall be either in electronic data or paper form. 
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6 Transmission of inspection documents by an intermediary 

An intermediary shall only pass on either an original or a copy of the inspection documents provided by the 
manufacturer without any alteration. This documentation shall be accompanied by suitable means of identification 
of the product, in order to ensure the traceability between the product and the documentation. 

Copying of the original document is permitted, provided that: 

 traceability procedures are operated; 

 the original document is available on request. 

When producing copies it is permissible to replace the information on the original delivered quantity by the actual 
delivered partial quantity. 
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Annex A  
(informative)  

 
Summary of inspection documents 

A summary of the inspection documents is given in Table A.1. 

Table A.1 — Summary of inspection documents 

EN 10204 Designation of the document type Document  Document 

Reference English version German version French version content validated by 

Type 2.1 Declaration of 
compliance with 
the order 

Werksbeschei-
nigung 

Attestation de 
conformité à la 
commande 

Statement of 
compliance with 
the order 

The 
manufacturer 

Type 2.2 Test report Werkszeugnis Relevé de 
contrôle 

Statement of 
compliance with 
the order, with 
indication of 
results of non-
specific 
inspection 

The 
manufacturer 

Type 3.1 Inspection 
certificate 3.1 

Abnahmeprüf-
zeugnis 3.1 

Certificat de 
réception 3.1 

Statement of 
compliance with 
the order, with 
indication of 
results of 
specific 
inspection  

The 
manufacturer’s 
authorized 
inspection 
representative 
independent of 
the 
manufacturing 
department 

Type 3.2 Inspection 
certificate 3.2 

Abnahmeprüf-
zeugnis 3.2 

Certificat de 
réception 3.2 

Statement of 
compliance with 
the order, with 
indication of 
results of 
specific 
inspection  

The 
manufacturer’s 
authorized 
inspection 
representative 
independent of 
the 
manufacturing 
department 
and either the 
purchaser’s 
authorized 
inspection 
representative 
or the 
inspector 
designated by 
the official 
regulations 
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Annex ZA  
(informative)  

 
Relationship between this European Standard and the Essential 

Requirements of EU Directive 97/23/EC 

This European Standard has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission to 
provide a means of conforming to Essential Requirements of the New Approach Directive 97/23/EC of the 
European Parliament and the Council of 29 May 1997 on the approximation of the laws of the Member States 
concerning pressure equipment. 

Once this standard is cited in the Official Journal of the European Union under that Directive and has been 
implemented as a national standard in at least one Member State, compliance with the clauses of this standard 
given in Table ZA.1 confers, within the limits of the scope of this standard, a presumption of conformity with the 
corresponding Essential Requirements of that Directive and associated EFTA regulations. 

Table ZA.1 — Correspondence between this European Standard and Directive 97/23/EC 

Clauses of 
this EN 

Essential Requirements of 
Directive 97/23/EC 

Qualifying remarks/Notes 

3 and 4 Annex I section 4.3 The application of the inspection documents for different types 
of materials for pressure equipment is given in Figure ZA.1. 
NOTE The terms "certificate of specific product control" of Directive 
97/23/EC and "inspection document based on specific inspection" of this 
standard are equivalent. 

 

WARNING: Other requirements and other EU Directives may be applicable to the product(s) falling within the 
scope of this standard. 
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a Non-specific inspection may be replaced by specific inspection if specified in the material standard or the order. 

b Quality management system of the material manufacturer certified by a competent body established within the Community 
and having undergone a specific assessment for materials. 

Figure ZA.1 — Conformity with Annex I section 4.3 of Directive 97/23/EC 
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BSI is the independent national body responsible for preparing 
British Standards. It presents the UK view on standards in Europe and at the 
international level. It is incorporated by Royal Charter.

Revisions

British Standards are updated by amendment or revision. Users of 
British Standards should make sure that they possess the latest amendments or 
editions.

It is the constant aim of BSI to improve the quality of our products and services. 
We would be grateful if anyone finding an inaccuracy or ambiguity while using 
this British Standard would inform the Secretary of the technical committee 
responsible, the identity of which can be found on the inside front cover. 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 9000. Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7400.

BSI offers members an individual updating service called PLUS which ensures 
that subscribers automatically receive the latest editions of standards.

Buying standards

Orders for all BSI, international and foreign standards publications should be 
addressed to Customer Services. Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 9001. 
Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7001. Email: orders@bsi-global.com. Standards are also 
available from the BSI website at http://www.bsi-global.com.

In response to orders for international standards, it is BSI policy to supply the 
BSI implementation of those that have been published as British Standards, 
unless otherwise requested.

Information on standards

BSI provides a wide range of information on national, European and 
international standards through its Library and its Technical Help to Exporters 
Service. Various BSI electronic information services are also available which give 
details on all its products and services. Contact the Information Centre. 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 7111. Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7048. Email: info@bsi-global.com.

Subscribing members of BSI are kept up to date with standards developments 
and receive substantial discounts on the purchase price of standards. For details 
of these and other benefits contact Membership Administration. 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 7002. Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7001. 
Email: membership@bsi-global.com.

Information regarding online access to British Standards via British Standards 
Online can be found at http://www.bsi-global.com/bsonline.

Further information about BSI is available on the BSI website at 
http://www.bsi-global.com.

Copyright

Copyright subsists in all BSI publications. BSI also holds the copyright, in the 
UK, of the publications of the international  standardization bodies. Except as 
permitted under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 no extract may be 
reproduced, stored in a retrieval system or transmitted in any form or by any 
means –  electronic, photocopying, recording or otherwise – without prior written 
permission from BSI.

This does not preclude the free use, in the course of implementing the standard, 
of necessary details such as symbols, and size, type or grade designations. If these 
details are to be used for any other purpose than implementation then the prior 
written permission of BSI must be obtained.

Details and advice can be obtained from the Copyright & Licensing Manager. 
Tel: +44 (0)20 8996 7070. Fax: +44 (0)20 8996 7553. 
Email: copyright@bsi-global.com.

Li
ce

ns
ed

 C
op

y:
 L

on
do

n 
S

ou
th

 B
an

k 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

, S
ou

th
 B

an
k 

U
ni

ve
rs

ity
, 1

2/
09

/2
00

9 
04

:3
0,

 U
nc

on
tro

lle
d 

C
op

y,
 (c

) B
S

I


